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these detainees would be released into
the United States. That Congressman
should know better. We have passed
two bills signed by President Obama
which prohibit releasing detainees
from Guantanamo into the TUnited
States. It is not going to happen. It
shouldn’t happen. So that is a fear that
should be dispelled.

The third argument this Congress-
man made was that under the rules,
every detainee would be entitled to 10
visitors a year, which meant if there is
100 detainees there would be 1,000, as he
called them, Islamic followers, jihad
followers, coming into the State of Illi-
nois, landing at O’Hare and heading
over across our State to the Thomson
area.

Well, he is just plain wrong. The de-
tainees currently held at Guantanamo
are not entitled to any visits from fam-
ily and friends. None. The only visits
come from attorneys, their legal coun-
sel, and that rule would still apply at
the Thomson prison. So this notion of
a thousand jihadist visitors coming to
Illinois isn’t going to happen. It
wouldn’t happen.

The fourth point that has been raised
is one that I really think gets to the
heart of the issue. It is the argument
that if we brought these detainees to
the United States and put them in a
prison, there would be retaliation
against the United States.

This one Congressman has gone so
far as to pinpoint specific buildings in
Chicago in which he thinks the terror-
ists would try to destroy and kill inno-
cent people. I think that kind of des-
ignation of specific buildings crosses a
line we should not cross. I don’t know
that it gives ideas to terrorists, but to
speak of this so casually is wrong. I
wish he hadn’t said that. Think about
what he is arguing. He argues that if
we capture, prosecute, and incarcerate
those who would terrorize the United
States, we run the risk of retaliation.
His argument is: Let’s not make them
mad. Well, I couldn’t disagree with him
more. As heartbreaking as 9/11 was,
after that day we came forward with a
determination to tell the world that
the United States was going to make
those responsible answer for the vio-
lence of that day and any other vio-
lence perpetrated upon the TUnited
States. That is what we are doing.

We have 340 terrorists currently in-
carcerated across America. The fact
that we have successfully prosecuted
195 of them since 9/11 says we are going
to use our system of justice to bring
justice to this situation. If we are
going to cower in fear, believing the
enforcement of our laws and the incar-
ceration of terrorists will provoke
more terrorism, then we will have lost
our way as a nation. We need to show
the courage of our convictions to let
people know the rule of law will be ap-
plied in the United States to all who
harm us. That is what this incarcer-
ation at Thomson would do.

I don’t know if President Obama will
make the final decision to send these
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detainees to his home State of Illinois.
I believe we can work with the Bureau
of Prisons and the Department of De-
fense to make certain that they are
held safely, that they pay the price for
what they have done, and that they are
held as long as necessary to avoid any
danger to people of the United States.
We can do this in a humane fashion,
and we can do it in a professional fash-
ion. We don’t have to apologize or run
scared, as some of the critics of this
idea are today.

In conclusion, I am proud of the peo-
ple of Carroll County in Thomson, IL,
for stepping up and realizing they des-
perately need help economically, see-
ing a great asset in that community
that can be utilized to not only serve
our State but to serve our Nation and
to put our best foot forward to show we
will apply standards of justice there
that are applied across America—
standards that are fair, standards that
recognize the basic freedoms we hold
dear and the system of justice we hold
dear that says those who are guilty of
crime will pay a price.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

DESIGNATING THURSDAY, NOVEM-
BER 19, 2009, AS “FEED AMERICA
DAY”

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of and the Senate now
proceed to S. Res. 334.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 334) designating
Thursday, November 19, 2009, as ‘‘Feed Amer-
ica Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 334

Whereas Thanksgiving Day celebrates the
spirit of selfless giving and an appreciation
for family and friends;

Whereas the spirit of Thanksgiving Day is
a virtue upon which the Nation was founded;

Whereas according to the Department of
Agriculture, roughly 35,000,000 people in the
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United States, including 12,000,000 children,
continue to live in households that do not
have an adequate supply of food; and

Whereas selfless sacrifice breeds a genuine
spirit of thanksgiving, both affirming and re-
storing fundamental principles in our soci-
ety: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates Thursday, November 19, 2009,
as ‘‘Feed America Day’’; and

(2) encourages the people of the United
States to sacrifice 2 meals on Thursday, No-
vember 19, 2009, and to donate the money
that they would have spent on such food to
a religious or charitable organization of
their choice for the purpose of feeding the
hungry.

————

DRIVE SAFER SUNDAY

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged from further
consideration and the Senate now pro-
ceed to S. Res. 335.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 335) designating No-
vember 29, 2009, as ‘‘Drive Safer Sunday.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 335

Whereas motor vehicle travel is the pri-
mary means of transportation in the United
States;

Whereas every individual traveling on the
roads and highways needs to drive in a safer
manner in order to reduce deaths and inju-
ries that result from motor vehicle acci-
dents;

Whereas according to the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration, wearing
a seat belt saves more than 15,000 lives each
year;

Whereas the Senate wants all people of the
United States to understand the life-saving
importance of wearing a seat belt and en-
courages motorists to drive safely, not just
during the holiday season, but every time
they get behind the wheel; and

Whereas the Sunday after Thanksgiving is
the busiest highway traffic day of the year:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) encourages—

(A) high schools, colleges, universities, ad-
ministrators, teachers, primary schools, and
secondary schools to launch campus-wide
educational campaigns to urge students to
be focused on safety when driving;

(B) national trucking firms to alert their
drivers to be especially focused on driving
safely on the Sunday after Thanksgiving,
and to publicize the importance of the day
through use of Citizen’s Band (‘‘CB’’) radios
and truck stops across the Nation;

(C) clergy to remind their members to
travel safely when attending services and
gatherings;
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(D) law enforcement personnel to remind
drivers and passengers to drive safely, par-
ticularly on the Sunday after Thanksgiving;
and

(E) all people of the United States to use
the Sunday after Thanksgiving as an oppor-
tunity to educate themselves about highway
safety; and

(2) designates November 29, 2009, as ‘‘Drive
Safer Sunday’’.

———

NATIONAL READING EDUCATION
ASSISTANCE DOGS DAY

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged from further
consideration and the Senate now pro-
ceed to S. Res. 338.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 338) designating No-
vember 14, 2009, as ‘‘National Reading Edu-
cation Assistance Dogs Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 338

Whereas reading provides children with an
essential foundation for all future learning;

Whereas the Reading Education Assistance
Dogs (R.E.A.D.) program was founded in No-
vember of 1999 to improve the literacy skills
of children through the mentoring assistance
of trained, registered, and insured pet part-
ner reading volunteer teams;

Whereas children who participate in the
R.E.A.D. program make significant improve-
ments in fluency, comprehension, con-
fidence, and many additional academic and
social dimensions;

Whereas the R.E.A.D. program now has an
active presence in 49 States, 3 provinces in
Canada, Europe, Asia, and beyond with more
than 2,400 trained and registered volunteer
teams participating and influencing thou-
sands of children in classrooms and libraries
across the Nation;

Whereas the program has received awards
and recognition from distinguished entities
including the International Reading Associa-
tion, the Delta Society, the Latham Founda-
tion, the American Library Association, and
PBS Television; and

Whereas the program has garnered enthu-
siastic coverage from national media, includ-
ing major television networks NBC, CBS,
and ABC, as well as international television
and print coverage: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate, in honor of the
10th anniversary of the R.E.A.D. program,
designates November 14, 2009, as ‘‘National
Reading Education Assistance Dogs Day’’.
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——
UNANIMOUS-CONSENT
AGREEMENT—APPOINTMENTS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the appoint-
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ments with respect to the TUnited
States-China Economic Security Re-
view Commission made on Tuesday,
November 10, 2009, be vitiated.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the appoint-
ments at the desk with respect to the
United States-China Economic Secu-
rity Review Commission be considered
to have been made on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 10, 2009, and that they appear sepa-
rately in the RECORD as if made by the
Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Chair, on behalf of the President
pro tempore, pursuant to Public Law
106-398, as amended by Public Law 108-
7, in accordance with the qualifications
specified under section 1238(b)(3)(E) of
Public Law 106-398, and public the rec-
ommendation of the Majority Leader,
in consultation with the Chairmen of
the Senate Committee on Armed Serv-
ices and the Senate Committee on Fi-
nance, appoints the following individ-
uals to the United States-China Eco-
nomic Security Review Commission:
Patrick A. Mulloy, of Virginia, for a
term beginning January 1, 2010 and ex-
piring December 31, 2011, and William
A. Reinsch, of Maryland, for a term be-
ginning January 1, 2010 and expiring
December 31, 2011.

—————

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2010—Continued

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now resume consideration of H.R. 3082,
the Military Construction-VA appro-
priations bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that it be in order
for the following amendments to be
considered en bloc: 2759, 2760, 2741, 2752,
2738, 2746, 2773, 2740, 2749, 2751, 2743, 2771,
27317, 2747, 2745, 2734, 2753.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

AMENDMENTS NOS. 2741; 2759; 2760; 2740; 2752; 2746;
2737, AS MODIFIED; 2745, AS MODIFIED; 2747, AS
MODIFIED, AND 2771, AS MODIFIED
Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I now

ask unanimous consent that amend-

ments Nos. 2741, 2759, 2760, 2740, 2752,

and 2746, which are pending, be consid-

ered and agreed to en bloc and the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the

table; that amendments Nos. 2737, 2745,

2747, and 2771 be modified with the

changes at the desk, and that, as modi-
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fied, the amendments be agreed to and
the motion to reconsider be laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendments (Nos. 2741, 2759,
2760, 2740, 2752, and 2746) were agreed to.

The amendments (Nos. 2737, as modi-
fied; 2745, as modified; 2747, as modi-
fied, and 2771, as modified) were agreed
to, as follows:

AMENDMENT NO. 2737, AS MODIFIED

On page 52, after line 21, add the following:

SEC. 229. Of the amount appropriated or
otherwise made available by this title under
the heading ‘‘MEDICAL SERVICES’’, $150,000,000
may be available for the grant program
under section 2011 of title 38, United States
Code, and per diem payments under section
2012 of such title.

AMENDMENT NO. 2745, AS MODIFIED

On page 52, after line 21, add the following:

SEC. 229. Of the amounts appropriated or
otherwise made available by this title for the
Department of Veterans Affairs, up to
$5,000,000 may be available for the study re-
quired by section 1077 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010.

AMENDMENT NO. 2747, AS MODIFIED

On page 52, after line 21, add the following:

SEC. 229. (a) CAMPUS OUTREACH AND SERV-
ICES FOR MENTAL HEALTH AND NEUROLOGICAL
CONDITIONS.—Of the amounts appropriated or
otherwise made available by this title,
$5,000,000 may be available to conduct out-
reach to and provide services at institutions
of higher education to ensure that veterans
enrolled in programs of education at such in-
stitutions have information on and access to
care and services for neurological and psy-
chological issues.

(b) SUPPLEMENT NOT SUPPLANT.—The
amount described in subsection (a) for the
purposes described in such subsection is in
addition to amounts otherwise appropriated
or made available for readjustment coun-
seling and related mental health services.

AMENDMENT NO. 2771, AS MODIFIED

At the end of title II, add the following:

SEC. 229. In administering section 51.210(d)
of title 38, Code of Federal Regulations, the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs may permit a
State home to provide services to, in addi-
tion to non-veterans described in such sec-
tion, a non-veteran any of whose children
died while serving in the Armed Forces, as
long as such services are not denied to a
qualified veteran seeking such services.

AMENDMENTS NOS. 2734, 2738, 2773, 2753, 2749, 2751,

2743

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, on be-
half of various Senators I now call up
en bloc amendments Nos. 2734, 2738,
2773, 2753, 2749, 2751, 2743. I ask unani-
mous consent that the amendments be
considered and agreed to, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the
table en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendments were considered and
agreed to, as follows:

AMENDMENT NO. 2734
(Purpose: To require a report on bid savings
realized from cost and scope variations for
military construction projects)

On page 27, between lines 3 and 4, insert
the following:

SEC. 128. Not later than each of April 15,
2010, July 15, 2010, and October 15, 2010, the
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees a consoli-
dated report from each of the military de-
partments and Defense agencies identifying,
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